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We welcome the One Health approach, the AMR 
and AMC human health sector targets, as well as 
the greater focus on the environment. 
Tackling AMR requires action in and across all 
sectors. We welcome the objective of improving 
cooperation between professionals working in human 
health, veterinary and agronomy sectors and with 
stakeholders to improve the One Health approach. 
When it comes to human health, we welcome the 
proposal to establish AMR-related targets in the 
human health sector at EU level. Those targets are 
key in setting a common vision and ensuring a proper 
monitoring of progress. 
For animal health, we underline, on top of the Farm 
to Fork, Common Agricultural Policy and other 
mentioned instruments, the potential relevance of the 
upcoming Framework for Sustainable Food Systems 
in ensuring the very needed shift towards sustainable 
practices, from production to consumption. Such a 
shift would also have a significant impact on AMR.
When it comes to the environment, the Council 
Recommendation highlights that measures concerning 
the environment are missing or not well developed. 

AIM, the International Association of Mutual Benefit Societies, welcomes the European Commission proposal 
of “Council Recommendation on stepping up EU actions to combat antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in a One 
Health approach”. The document recognises the emergency of tackling what constitutes one of the largest 
public health threats of our century. The European Commission has rightly identified the key challenges 
together with a bold and comprehensive set of measures to help overcome them. AIM hopes that Member 
States will keep the level of ambition high in their adoption and more importantly their implementation, despite 
the recommendations’ non-binding nature.

AMR: AN AMBITIOUS EUROPEAN PLAN TO TACKLE AN URGING GLOBAL 
CHALLENGE

NOT-FOR-PROFIT HEALTH INSURERS’S REACTION TO THE COMMISSION PROPOSAL 
FOR A

 “COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION ON STEPPING UP EU ACTIONS TO COMBAT 
ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE (AMR) IN A ONE HEALTH APPROACH”

Better understanding the impact on antimicrobial 
residues in the environment on the emergence and 
spread of AMR is key to the development of measures 
to help mitigate that impact.  

We agree on the need for new incentives for the 
development of new antimicrobials and welcome 
the ambition to develop a multi-country pull 
incentive scheme. 
As we already highlighted  and as reflected in the 
proposal of Council Recommendation, the level of 
investment in antimicrobials is disappointing. Current 
solutions based on incentives to the pharmaceutical 
industry have shown their limits. AIM therefore 
welcomes the European Commission’s ambition to 
contribute to the design and governance of a Union 
multi-country pull incentive scheme.
In order to increase the level of investment in 
antimicrobials, prevent overselling and provide long-
term supply continuity, AIM is in favour of a model 
that delinks R&D costs and innovation from price 
and sales volumes too. However, resources available 
to such a solution, which AIM prefers, risk being 
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diverted by the costs incurred by the transferable 
exclusivity vouchers proposed in the revision of the 
pharmaceutical legislation. The present text being 
a (non-binding) recommendation, we also call for a 
clearer definition of the EU bodies responsible for 
coordinating the implementation of these incentives, 
as well as the corresponding budget programmes.

Prevention first: we stand ready to contribute to the 
promotion of prudent use of antimicrobials. 
Stronger preventative measures (e.g. vaccination, 
hygiene, infection control practices) and rational 
prescribing and use are necessary, as it will take a 
while before new drugs will come out of the pipeline. 
They are key in optimising antimicrobial consumption. 
The achievement of higher degrees of health literacy 
amongst the population and healthcare professionals 
is therefore a key priority and we welcome the 
European Commission’s plans in that direction. 
We also call on Member States to recognise healthcare 
mutuals and funds as strategic allies in the fight 
against AMR and specifically in their raising awareness 
strategies. As such, mutuals and healthcare funds 
should be actively involved in the National Action 
Plans against AMR.
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We highlight the need for a genuine global 
perspective, including in Africa and Latin-America. 
AMR does not stop at borders and requires a wide 
international collaboration between Member States, 
European Institutions but also global organisations. 
We welcome the recommendations’ global ambitions, 
especially when it comes to developing capacity and 
supporting AMR actions in low- and middle-income 
countries.
Yet, while the Recommendations mentions the Team 
Europe Initiative with Africa on sustainable health 
security as key in contributing to tackling AMR, it 
makes no reference to Latin-America. We believe 
that AMR should be a concern at the centre of the 
Plan for self-sufficiency in health matters in Latin 
America and the Caribbean and of the upcoming new 
EU Agenda for Latin-America and the Caribbean. We 
invite Member States to include these instruments in 
the scope of their Recommendation.

1.  https://www.aim-mutual.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Factsheet-n5-Antibiotic-Use_FINALdoc.pdf

https://www.aim-mutual.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Factsheet-n5-Antibiotic-Use_FINALdoc.pdf 
https://www.aim-mutual.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Factsheet-n5-Antibiotic-Use_FINALdoc.pdf

